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1. The most common species of sea turtle
found in waters off North Carolina is the
________________.    Another sea turtle
occasionally seen in this area is the
__________________.

2. In North America, sea turtles nest on a
sandy __________.  Nesting activity is eas-
ily recognized by the _________ in the sand.
Human disturbances such as beach front de-
velopment, excessive off-road vehicle use,
artificial lighting and seawalls can lead to a
drastic reduction in nesting sea turtles.

3. Loggerhead sea turtles lay ping-pong ball
sized ________.

4. The ____________, or mass of eggs, laid
by a female loggerhead sea turtle averages
120 in North Carolina.

5. ____________ are one of the primary
_____________ of young sea turtles as they
leave the nest and crawl to the ocean.

6. Due to the many predators on both land
and sea, very few ____________ survive to
become adult sea turtles.  As few as 1 in
10,000 make it to adulthood.

7. Sea turtles are a type of ____________.

8. Loggerhead sea turtles have a _________
which is worldwide in the ______________
and subtropical waters.

9. Female turtles may ____________ several
times during one summer but may wait two
or three years before nesting again.

10. Female loggerheads dig a nest in the
sand by using their rear ____________ to
scoop out a pear shaped hole averaging 12 -
18 inches deep.  They deposit their eggs and
then cover the nest with sand before return-
ing to the ocean.

11. The ______ is a section of netting or a
cage-like device placed inside a shrimp
trawl that causes large objects, such as sea
turtles or jellyfish, to be forced up through a
trap door and out of the shrimp net.  Scien-
tists believe that if these were used through-
out the southeastern U.S. shrimp fishery, a
major cause of death of adult sea turtles
would be eliminated.  (Up to 11,000 sea
turtles drown each year in shrimp nets along
the Atlantic and Gulf Coasts.)

12. The loggerhead shell, or ____________,
is reddish brown in color and can be ap-
proximately 38 inches in length.

13. Park rangers, scientists and other re-
searchers use ____________ ____________
to learn more about the sea turtles and pro-
tect their habitat.  They believe the more we
know about this ____________ species the
more likely we are to be able to protect and
save it.

14. Hammocks Beach is a ____________,
where sea turtles are protected from hunting
and molestation.
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